PLANS   FOR  A  NEW  LONDON
that the foundations should be cleared, 'which hitherto, how
earnestly soever the same hath been pressed and perswaded by
former Precepts, hath been almost totally neglected, to the
great Discouragement of the Magistrates, and retarding of
those Proceedings, which otherwise by Gods Blessing, His
Majesties, and the Parliaments Favour and Assistance, and the
Indeavours of good Citizens, had by this time far prevailed
towards a beginning of this Work'.1 This may have had some
effect but it was not sufficient. According to one estimate, the
debris of the Fire raised the ground level of London by four
feet,2 and though this is certainly an exaggeration, the clearing
of even one half of that amount was a task to be avoided
if possible. Landlords tried to put it upon their tenants,
and tenants to lay it on their landlords. Neither would pay
the survey fee and neither would admit a liability to clear the
rubbish. The rubbish therefore remained and, since all the
parties were scattered and inaccessible, coercion was almost
impossible. Both Commissioners and City were unwilling to set
a precedent for condoning evasion by ordering workmen to
begin the clearance and in desperation Charles was called on to
reinforce the City's authority with his own. The Council
meeting which approved the proposed street widths approved
also a proclamation3 which repeated with some improvements
that of the loth. It further laid down that the order of the sur-
veys was to be that of the streets mentioned on page 61, thus
directly linking the survey with the improvements. With
compliance went the approval of the King; non-compliance
was to be punished. 'And as particular notice shall be taken of
1 Guildhall Lib.> Broadsides 13, 85. This was a survey pure and simple, and did not
include any attempt to record the various interests in the sites measured.  Possibly the
Commissioners had already decided to relinquish that side of the work, for it is not
mentioned again.
2 T. Hale, An Account of several New Inventions and Improvements now necessary for
England. . . (1691), p. Ixi.
3 The petition for this proclamation was assented to by the Privy Council, and the
draft prepared by its Rebuilding Committee was shown to and approved by the City,
but it is not clear whether it was finally published. The last record of it is a request by
the City that it might do this: (P.O. Reg., 2/59, pp. 194-7; Jor., 46* f. 127 and f. 130;
Repert., 72, f. 6).
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